
THE SCHOOL PRANKSTERS

Danny had strawberry blonde hair, was a great rugby player and a lot of fun to 
be around. He was always laughing and nice to everyone at school. Teachers, 
parents and his classmates all loved having Danny around. He had a unique 
way of making everyone feel like they somehow belonged.

Jasper and Max were two of Danny’s best friends from rugby. They were pop-
ular and loved joking around. From whoopee cushions to little physical jokes, 
they were known at the school for their pranks. Jasper loved tripping people in 
the hall and Max would be ready to catch their falls so that no one got hurt, just 
a silly prank that showed their agility and strength. No one complained because 
they kept everyone safe and they were also entertaining. Even the teachers 
would giggle at some of their stunts.

Hypolite was a true brain. His parents did a great job naming him because he 
seemed like he was destined to be a history or a Latin teacher. He didn’t care 
about looks nor about what other people thought about his tweed jacket. He 
was nice to everyone but somehow always left out. People included Hypolite 
when they needed help and he was always happy to spend some time either 
doing their work for them or helping them with a club. Danny had played with 
Hypolite as a toddler, and their moms were friends. He never let anyone tease 
Hypolite. He knew Hypolite did not like pranks so when Jasper and Max start-
ed pranking Hypolite, Danny put a stop to it, “Guys, Hypolite is off limits. He 
won’t think it is funny and our moms are friends. Seriously, leave him alone.” 
Danny also knew something his friends didn’t know. Hypolite had some kind of 
problem, and he was very sensitive. As a toddler, he had needed a lot of help 
to interact socially and he knew he had seen a lot of specialists. Danny had 
overheard his Mom talking with Hypolite’s mom and knew Hypolite’s mom was 
stressed about him fitting in.

Max and Jasper didn’t like it that Danny was telling them what to do and they 
thought everyone in the school should be part of their fun and games. Jasper 
told Max, “Even the teachers like our little games. Danny can’t tell us what to 
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do.” That night they started a plan to tease Hypolite on a level of prank that 
was bold even for them.

They were pretty sure that Hypolite would have never watched porn, “Dude, 
let’s send Hypolite a porn link. I bet that would freak him out and it would be 
pretty funny if he opened it in class.”
“Ya, we could do it in English. Danny isn’t in English, and Mrs. Murphy al-
ways leaves to get coffee after she explains our work.” The two boys put their 
heads together and planned the perfect prank.

Indeed Mrs. Murphy finished her explanations, “I’ll just pop out for my coffee. 
You all know what to do. I’ll be back in a jiffy. Be good.” They had an import-
ant essay to write, and all of the students had their laptops open and were 
working. Jasper and Max’s plan was ready to execute. The night before they 
had taken a screen video from a porn hub. They had put a massive effort into 
editing it, so the thumbnail looked related to schoolwork and that it immediate-
ly went to a very loud porn scene and would cut off after about 30 seconds. 
They were sure Hypolite would have his sound on full. He preferred reading 
and didn’t watch a lot of videos and always forgot to turn his computer to si-
lent. He had gotten in trouble multiple times for this. 

The moment Mrs. Murphy left the room, Jasper hit “send”.

“I need help with this, Hypolite. Take a look and see if you can help me out.” 

Of course, Hypolite clicked on the link. The class was filled with the sounds 
of porn and Hypolite froze. He then frantically tried to turn his computer off as 
everyone burst out in laughter. The school server couldn’t block the video be-
cause it had been pre-recorded. The boys laughed and did a high five. “Sorry 
dude. We love a good prank.”
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When Mrs. Murphy came back, there were still giggles. She noticed some-
thing had happened and just pipped in, “Now that’s enough of whatever you 
were doing. Back to work.” Hypolite stood up and asked to leave class for a 
moment. As he walked out, Jasper said under his breath, “We know why you 
need to go to the bathroom.” Then he winked.

The next day Hypolite was absent. He was gone for two days, and when he 
came back to school, he refused to talk to the boys and didn’t open any chats. 
The teachers noticed Hypolite was retreating and didn’t understand why. Dan-
ny had heard about the porn incident and tried to talk to Hypolite, but he re-
mained quiet and walked away.

Two weeks later Hypolite was still acting strangely. After school as Danny was 
leaving the building, he saw Hypolite’s mom walking in the building. “Hi, Mrs. 
Bayle. How are you?”
“Danny, I am so glad to see you. Hypolite is super upset and won’t tell anyone 
what is wrong. Do you know if something happened?”
Danny knew but shrugged, “No, I am sorry. I have noticed anything.”
He didn’t want to get Jasper and Max into trouble and porn in school would 
mean a suspension for sure. He felt awful that night.
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Guiding Questions: 

• Why didn’t anyone tell on Jasper and Max?
• Do you think that Hypolite had the right to be upset?
• How could the classmates have helped Hypolite?
• Who, if anyone, should Danny tell about Hypolite’s spe-

cial needs?
• Who should Danny tell about what happened?
• Jokes and pranks can be fun. Were the boys taking it 

too far with this prank?
• What is media balance? Do you balance your media 

use?

Topic: Cyberbullying and Digital Drama
Age: Middle and High School  


