
POPPED POP-UP

Tate was on his Dad’s computer one day when a “pop-up” ad appeared on the 
screen. The ad stated that he was the 1,000th visitor on the site and had won a 
free ipad. Tate was excited! He had never won anything before. He clicked the 
link and proceeded to enter the information they needed.

The next day Tate’s Dad asked him to come into his office. 

“Hey Tate, when you were on my computer yesterday, what did you do?”
“Umm … I played Minecraft and read an article on ESPN.” Tate responded 
truthfully. 
“I keep getting weird, inappropriate ads popping up. I think my computer has a 
virus.” His Dad looked stressed. 
Tate froze, he remembered. “Oh year, I also won an ipad? It is coming in the 
mail.” 
“Oh Tate, I’m sorry to say. You are not getting that ipad. Sometimes there are 
scams on the internet. You saw a fake advertisement. That means they are lying 
in order to get information. They use that information to share things you don’t 
want on your computer.” 

Tate’s Dad stayed calm as he explained. 

“When you see an ad online, it doesn’t always mean they are selling what they 
say. This usually happens when they say something is free. If it sounds too 
good to be true, than it probably is.”

“Is your computer ruined?” Tate asked nervously. 
“No, I’ll be able to get it to work. This is also a good lesson for me. I should have 
firewalls and anti-virus software installed in my computer. That will help mini-
mize the ads I see!”
Tate was glad his Dad had explained it to him. If it was too good to be true, Tate 
was not going to click. 
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POPPED POP-UP

Guiding Questions: 

• Did Tate do something wrong? What was Tate’s mis-
take?

• How can you tell if something is a scam?
• What information should you share online? What infor-

mation should stay private?
• What fake ads have you seen before? How did you know 

they were fake?
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