
WHAT’S THE TRUTH?

Maria worked for her school newspaper. Every week she would submit an arti-
cle to be published on the school website. She wanted to be a reporter and felt 
like this was the perfect way to practice. 

Maria always wrote about what was going on in the real world. She read blogs, 
articles, and magazines online and then made a “kid-friendly” version. Some-
times the things she read were complicated, but she was always able to find 
some article, video, or blog that explained it well. Last week, she published 
an article about the presidential election. She wrote up information about both 
candidates and included some fun facts about their families as well. As Maria 
was doing research, she found a couple of facts that sounded strange and not 
believable. She still decided to put them in the article and thought it might shock 
people and increase her views. 

Later that week, students were talking about her article. She was thrilled! Peo-
ple seemed to be surprised by the information too and said things like, 

“Wow, I never knew that! Thanks for letting me know!” 
“Are you sure that’s right? That doesn’t sound like it’s the truth.” 

Maria explained that she found it online, so she had proof! 

That afternoon, Maria’s newspaper teacher called her into the room. 

“Maria, honey, you can’t publish lies. I know you want readers but these facts 
are all false. You are going to make people very confused.”
Maria was confused herself. “They are true, I found them online.” 

Maria’s teacher paused. “Anyone can write anything online. I can publish an ar-
ticle about seeing aliens last night. Just being online doesn’t make it true. Would 
you like it if someone made up something about you and posted it online?”
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WHAT’S THE TRUTH?

Guiding Questions: 

• Did Maria do something wrong?
• What is fake news?
• How do you know if something is real online? What are 

signs that something may be a lie?
• How important is it to post the truth?
• What sources can you trust online? How do you know?

Topic: Digital Literacy
Age: Elementary School 


