
“MY” POEM

Eric’s class was writing poems for their winter project. Eric had writer’s block. Every time 
he started writing his poem, he crumpled his paper and threw it in the trash. The trash can 
was starting to overflow. He wanted to write a poem about a falling icicle but didn’t know 
where to start. 

Eric decided to search online for inspiration. He looked up “icicle” and found images of 
beautiful hanging ice structures that looked threatening above people’s homes. While 
scrolling through different pages, Eric found a poem about icicles.

An icicle is a soldier who is ready to attack.
Swords pointed down, aiming for my back.
I must strike first or I’m sure to lose the crown.
A snowball is my weapon of choice that I use to knock them down.

Eric laughed. It was perfect inspiration! He was glad the poem could help him get started. 
Before long, Eric had written his poem.

 An icicle is a soldier who is ready to fight.
 He has a sword which is almost twice my height.
 I must strike first or I will be the one to lose.
 If I have a snowball, that is what I’ll use.  

Eric turned in his poem and received an A. He was so proud! At the end of every week, 
the teacher would choose one piece of work to highlight in the classroom.  The teacher 
picked Eric’s poem. He couldn’t wait to tell his parents!

Later that week, David sat next to him at lunch. 

“I know you cheated.” He said
Eric was confused, “What do you mean?”
“I saw you read that poem online and copy it.” David took a bit bite of his sandwich and 
stared at him. 
“I got inspiration from that poem, but I used my own words!” Eric fought back. 
“Sure … whatever.” David said and continued eating his lunch. 
Eric felt his stomach drop. Had he cheated? Eric used his own words, but the idea was 
the same. He wasn’t sure.



“MY” POEM

Guiding Questions: 

• Did Eric plagiarize (plagiarize: to take the work or an 
idea of someone else and pass it off as your own)? Why 
of why not?

• If the author of the original poem read Eric’s poem, how 
would he react?

• Is it fair to take someone else’s work and call it your 
own?

• Where else can plagiarism occur? 
• How does the internet make plagiarism easier? Why is 

that a problem?
• What are the consequences of plagiarism? 
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