
FIVE CLICK DISCOUNT

Sam was in a band at school and loved music. She listened to her headphones 
nonstop and considered herself an encyclopedia of music. She could recall old 
hits, knew the backstory of most bands, and could deconstruct a song to explain 
why it was successful or not. 

She paid for two different music streaming services and also for three maga-
zines about music. Each service was around 10€ a month; in total, her music 
hobby cost a total of 50€/month. She started working at a record store after 
school but her hours were infrequent and she also had to pay for her expensive 
music equipment. Sam was stressed about how she would be able to afford her 
music lifestyle. She began to search for other ways to listen to music online.

Recently, she found a website that allowed her to stream music for free and 
even get magazines for free. Adding a code in front of the URL would override 
the login page. Sam was thrilled! She finally had access to everything she need-
ed and she would save 50€/month which added up to 620€/year! Sam imme-
diately cancelled all of her paid accounts and started downloading through this 
site. Sam didn’t think that what she was doing was illegal. So many people use 
it, Sam justified. She loved music and had to work at a young age to pay for her 
music, so she strongly believed that she should save money where she could. 
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Guiding Questions: 

• Is Sam stealing?
• Is online stealing different from offline stealing? How?
• Does the fact that the site is popular make it legal?
• How is the downloading website able to be free?
• What would happen if most people who were paying for 

the magazines switched over and got them for free?
• Is this fair? How do you think about the golden rule 

within the context of this situation?

Topic: Digital Literacy
Age: Middle School and High School


