
PASS IT ON PASSWORD

Sabina had a close group of friends. They were in the same class three years 
ago and had remained tight ever since. They trusted each other with secrets, 
supported each other in tough times, and had an endless supply of inside jokes. 

Sabina’s parents watched a lot of TV. They watched shows together, while work-
ing out, and even when getting ready in the morning. Because of this, they had 
access to several streaming services. They had deluxe packages of all chan-
nels and could record and save anything. 

One day, Sabina and her friends were hanging out and they started discussing 
TV shows. Two girls complained that their parents didn’t have the subscrip-
tions and they felt left out because they couldn’t watch the shows. Sabina felt 
guilty that her friends weren’t up-to-date on the latest shows and felt left out 
when people discussed them at school. Sabina’s friends also knew how much 
her parents loved watching TV. The girls usually watched something while they 
were at her house. The two girls pulled Sabina aside and asked if they could 
have the passwords. They explained that they would delete the history and her 
parents would never know. Sabina didn’t know what to do. She felt bad for her 
friends, but knew it wasn’t right to share passwords. Finally she caved. She 
made her friends promise they would only watch a few of the shows, and sent 
them a text with the usernames and passwords. 

Two weeks went by and Sabina was feeling glad that she helped her friends. 
They were so grateful, and she could tell they appreciated watching the TV 
shows and discussing at school the next day. She also was surprised her par-
ents hadn’t noticed, and was glad her friends knew how to delete the history. 

On Friday at the end of the week, Sabina came home to her parents arguing. 

“How did they hack in? How did they delete things?” 

Sabina was sure they had found out about her friends watching on their ac-
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counts. 

“No! I don’t know how someone got in and messed it all up.” 

Sabina was now confused and asked her parents what was going on. 

“Someone went into my email and messed with my files.” 

They both looked stressed. Sabina wasn’t sure if this because of what she had 
done. She frantically texted her friends about the situation.

One of the girls responded. “Hey Sab, I’m so sorry. I think someone took my 
phone at lunch and was going through the texts and found your text sharing the 
username and password. Do you think your parents have the same password 
for their email?”

Sabina knew they did. Her parents never changed their password. In fact, it 
was always CherandDave03 for everything. 

Sabina didn’t know what to do. Should she tell her parents the password was 
now public? What other information was compromised? Social media? Work 
accounts? She wondered if they would just assume it was a hacker. She felt 
upset at herself, her friend, and her parents. What was she going to do?
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Guiding Questions: 

• Who is to blame for this issue?
• What steps could have been taken that would have pre-

vented this from happening?
• How is privacy and security different online versus of-
fline?

• Who do you share passwords with? 
• Why can password sharing be dangerous?
• Do you believe that her parents had a strong password? 

Why or why not?
• What could Sabina’s parents do differently?

Topic: Digital Literacy
Age: Elementary School and Middle School


