
THE PRIVACY PARADOX

Jasmine is 14 years old. Her mother has to move for her job frequently.  She 
has been to four schools in the past six years. Jasmine likes making new friends 
and enjoys living in new countries, but it is important for her to stay in touch with 
friends at her old schools. She is constantly updating her status and uploading 
pictures to keep in touch with her friends from around the world. Her mother is 
not happy with how much information she shares online. 

“Jasmine! We need to speak now!” Jasmine’s mother called out from the kitch-
en.

Jasmine quickly came downstairs knowing exactly what the fight was going to 
be about. 

“A picture in your swimsuit … with flame and heart emojis. What were you think-
ing?” Her mother stared blankly in disbelief. 

“Mom,” Jasmine rolled her eyes. “The picture is from far away, it’s of me and five 
of my girlfriends having fun at the beach. We’re not posing inappropriately and 
it’s just for fun. You should see what some people post, this is nothing.” 

“You don’t care about privacy at all! You share everything with anyone and 
everyone! Yesterday you wrote on your status, ‘Bad day … Don’t want to talk 
about it.’ Why would you write that if you don’t want attention?”

“Mom, privacy is about having your own space, the ability to control what people 
see. I feel very private. I don’t share things like my grades or our family drama! I 
share my feelings, when I want to, with the people I want to. Which is my right.” 

“As a member of this family, you represent our family. Your privacy is my priva-
cy. I feel like my privacy is being invaded when my daughter has these pictures 
and statuses up for the world to see. While you still live in this house and I pay 
your bills, you will follow my privacy policy,” her mom responded. 
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“That’s not fair! Those are my accounts!” Jasmine started to raise her voice. 

“One day you will thank me. You are going to be embarrassed you ever had 
these photos out for anyone to see. Do you want your future boss to find these 
photos one day? Once they are on the internet, they are up for good. This new 
privacy policy is non-negotiable. If you keep posting like that, you can start 
buying your own clothes, food, movie tickets, everything!” 
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Guiding Questions: 
• How do you define privacy? Is privacy important?
• Why does Jasmine believe she is controlling her priva-

cy?
• Why does Jasmine’s mother believe that Jasmine isn’t 

controlling her privacy?
• Is Jasmine’s mother invading Jasmine’s privacy or the 

other way around?
• How can parents and children create and respect 

boundaries? 
• How can you be private in a digital world? 

Topic:  Privacy and  Security, Online Identity,  Media Bal-
ance and Dynamics. 
Age: High School


