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Taylor is an active, energetic, and positive girl. Recently, her friends have no-
ticed that she seems obsessed with social media apps. Taylor can barely hold a 
conversation without staring at her phone and her friends have become increas-
ingly worried.

Taylor loved following influencers on social media. It is the perfect way to find 
out about the latest trends, see what people are into, and stay up-to-date. She 
thought the influencers were beautiful and admired their big lips, soft skin, 
and perfect wavy hair. Two weeks ago, Taylor read that you can get anywhere 
from $500 - $2,000 per post depending on how many followers you have. This 
seemed like the perfect way to pay for college without having to work a job at 
the movie theater or cafe. She decided she was going to become an influencer. 

Taylor set up a fashion and makeup blogging account called Tailored by Taylor. 
She went out and bought a nice camera, better makeup, and hit up a vintage 
store for some clothes. She spent the next two weeks learning how to contour 
her face and edit with photoshop. She could tighten her cheeks, raise her eye-
brows, increase the size of her lips, all with the press of a button. Taylor started 
to look less and less like herself in the photos. She started getting comments 
from people at school. 

“Who is that?”
“Photoshop much?”
“Stop trying to be a Kardashian.”

The comments felt like slaps across the face. With every comment, Taylor 
worked harder to edit, alter, and change her looks. Taylor started working out 
more and thought that losing weight might help. She began to diet, which only 
caused her face to break out and her eyes to get puffy. She stopped photo-
graphing her face and moved to other parts of her body. 
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Taylor’s pictures were getting more and more likes, shares, and comments 
(even though the comments were still harsh). Taylor started avoiding friends at 
school who she felt judged by and spent all of her time reading blogs from in-
fluencers and emailing anyone who would sponsor her. She had gotten emails 
recently from a man who said he was a photographer and liked her stuff. He of-
fered to do a photoshoot for free and let her use the photos if he could publicize 
his company as well.

As Taylor scrolled through apps, the pictures of her before the transformation 
were unrecognizable. The photoshop, contour makeup, lighting, and dieting all 
transformed her into a new person. Part of her thought of it as role playing, but 
another part of her felt lost and didn’t feel like “Tailored by Taylor” was the real 
Taylor. She knew her family and friends were concerned, but when she looked 
at her earnings, she saw $1,209 in her account. The money made it harder for 
Taylor to stop and she continued transforming herself. 
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Guiding Questions: 

• Is Taylor doing something wrong? Explain how you feel 
about her situation.

• What are the benefits and costs to having a big pres-
ence on social media?

• Why are her friends upset?
• Is Taylor’s online and offline identity different?
• What would you do if you were Taylor?
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