
A SIMPLE LIKE

Aditya is a 13-year-old boy. He has a close group of friends from his field hock-
ey team. He enjoys spending time with his family and genuinely doesn’t mind 
school work. He has a lot of trust with his parents and knows they are always 
looking out for him. Except for the occasional messy room or missed curfew, 
Aditya causes no issues at home or at school.

Aditya’s field hockey teammate Tarun likes to post ridiculous messages on so-
cial media. He is a harmless guy in real life, but shares some crazy and often 
aggressive things online that may come across as unexpected. Aditya is close 
to Tarun and understands that he has been dealing with a lot of tough stuff at 
home. His parents have been fighting and his sister has been in and out of the 
hospital. Whenever he posts something mean or aggressive, it means that he 
has been hurt. After practice, Aditya usually talks to Tarun about whatever he 
posted and they end up discussing the real reasons for his anger and frustra-
tion.

Last Friday, Tarun posted a picture about one of their teachers. It was a picture 
of her in a swimming suit and it said, “Got a C in Ms. L’s class- now I’m grading 
her suit an F.” The picture had been taken from a distance, but you could defi-
nitely tell it was Ms. L. Aditya wasn’t sure how Tarun got the picture and knew 
it was inappropriate and offensive. He remembered Tarun’s family situation 
though, and felt bad for his friend. Aditya liked the photo to let Tarun know he 
had seen it. 
 
On Monday morning in science class, Aditya was called to the office. Confused 
and a bit nervous, he joined seven other students huddled in the Principal’s of-
fice. At the end of the row was Tarun, and he looked as if he’d been crying. 

The Principal began speaking, “On Friday, Tarun posted an inappropriate picture 
of one of our teachers. This is an invasion of privacy and you are lucky we are 
not getting the police involved. Tarun is suspended for a week of school. The 
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teacher is horrified, embarrassed, and refusing to come to school this week. 
Each of you liked the photo, this means you endorsed the photo and what it 
stands for. You have a two-day suspension and this will be on your permanent 
record. Your parents have been notified. You can return to class to get your 
things, then please wait in the front office for your parents to come and pick 
you up.” 

Aditya was in shock. He couldn’t comprehend the words the Principal had just 
said. Suspended? Endorsing the photo? Permanent record? He always liked 
his friends’ photos in order to show them that he had seen them. Didn’t the 
Principal realize that this was a teen code of conduct? It was their signal. He 
tried to explain himself to the Principal but was quickly ushered out of the room. 
Ten minutes later he saw his parents car slowly pull up and went outside to 
meet them.
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Guiding Questions: 

• Were Aditya’s actions wrong?
• How do you feel about what Tarun did?
• How do you think the teacher felt?
• How would you have reacted if you were the Principal? 

What would you have done?
• Do you think adults understand how teens communicate 

and express themselves online?
• What does liking a post mean to you?
• Would it have been more serious for Aditya or the oth-

ers if they had left a comment?

Topic: Privacy and Security, Digital Literacy
Age: Middle School


