
THE NEW NERDY KID

Every year it is the same old thing. A group of us leaves, another group comes in. This 
year a new kid came, and we were all like, “Seriously, this kid is a loser.”  Vincent had 
been assigned to help this kid out in his first weeks at school, so he told us we had to 
give him a shot. But I could barely stand this kid. He was a big know-it-all. He spoke a 
bunch of languages and even had two mother tongue classes. What a freaking show-
off! 

We loved going to the movies, and we were going to see a film at the IMAX cinema. 
We were talking about it on our group chat. Vincent made us add him, and then the 
new kid, Alexander, said he would join us. He showed up at the theater even though 
we had hoped he wouldn’t come. We knew he had already seen the movie and didn’t 
think he would want to see it again. He sat down and as the movie started, so did his 
commenting, “Wait for it... the best scene is coming.”

Things like this went on for a few months when I had finally had enough. “There is 
no way he can join us at the movies next time. He is not invited.” We started plan-
ning our movie trips on a side chat but then the expert Vincent screwed up when he 
announced it at lunch. “Tonight at the movies I am totally buying a huge popcorn. My 
mom gave me extra money.”
Before you know it, Alexander was on the group chat. 
“Hey guys, what time are you going? Getting a ticket “
I was bold and just went for it answering him.
“Dude, we didn’t invite you for a reason”
Alexander answered “What 😲”
And then the others pipped in:
“You don’t know how to 🤐
“We didn’t want you to come and still don’t want you to. My mistake, I let it slip. Literal-
ly, no one likes you.”
“Get a life away from us,” Vincent added. “You are not our friend, loser. We had to be 
nice to you, but we are done.”

This chat went on, with Alexander trying to defend himself but finally giving up. The 
following week at school, he seemed sad and even found a new table to sit at avoid-
ing us. Seriously, I am not a bully, but what was that new kid thinking inviting himself?
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THE NEW NERDY KID

Guiding Questions: 

• What do you think of the group’s behavior?
• What does it feel like to be in a new school?
• Would it be acceptable to exclude someone in person 

by explaining it or is that just as bad as excluding them 
from or even within a group chat? 

• How can you deal kindly with someone who might be 
annoying you?

• How would you have felt if you had been the new kid?
• Have you ever observed someone being told “nobody 

likes you” or something similar in a group chat? What 
did you do?

• Does your school have a student mentor program? 
What does it look like? Do you think it works well?

Topic: Cyberbullying,Digital Drama and Relation-
ships,Communication 
Age: Elementary + Middle 


