
PARTY PICTURES AND SCHOLARSHIPS

Frankie was a fantastic gymnast, and so was Mia. The two of them had been 
training together for years at a local club. Their friendship was strong for mul-
tiple reasons. They both had parents from different countries, they both were 
focused, both went to an international school, and both wanted a sports scholar-
ship for gymnastics. 

Training was intense, 18 hours a week, and then they also had lots of home-
work, but this was just normal for the two girls. Parties, birthday celebrations, 
and spontaneous get-togethers were out of the question for most of their lives. 
But then Mia got injured and was out for a few months. Both girls were in the 
11th grade, and Mia was actually excited to have a bit of time. She still went to 
training because she could train her upper body, but she wasn’t training as hard, 
did homework on the floor of the gym during part of training and started skipping 
Friday-night training. 

There was an Irish pub in the town they were living in, and all the high schoolers 
went there. The drinking age was sixteen and having a beer with friends on a 
Friday night was normal. 
After about three weeks of seeing pictures of Mia partying, drinking and laugh-
ing on social media, Frankie asked Mia if she could join after practice. She 
made it to the pub, and everyone was already on their second or third beer. 
Frankie didn’t drink much because she didn’t have the time. She ordered a beer. 
Everyone was so excited she was there that they decided to take a crazy self-
ie holding their drinks. Frankie laughed and drank while they all screamed and 
took a few pictures. 

When she saw the pictures the next day on her social media, Frankie freaked 
out. She was tagged in them. She immediately texted one of the girls who put 
the pics up. “Get this off your Instagram now. I can’t believe it. I look totally 
drunk, and I didn’t even finish my beer. My profile is open, and I have scouts on 
there.”
“Are you daft? Why would you add adults?” was the answer from the girl who 
had posted.
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“I’ve created a persona. I have a curated gymnastics page. Can’t you see 
that?” Frankie despaired. “This could destroy everything.”
Frankie had already untagged her picture, but she wanted it gone from the oth-
er girl’s Insta account as well. The other girl said she was private but had 800 
followers and accepted anyone that asked. Frankie could not risk having that 
picture up if she wanted a scholarship. 
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Guiding Questions: 

• Have you ever thought of how your posts can be in-
terpreted if taken out of context? Give an example of 
something that could be misunderstood.

• How can what you post be misinterpreted by different 
generations?

• How can situations like these be avoided?
• How would using Snapchat have changed the situation? 

What risks are involved?
• What is media balance? Do you balance your media 

use?

Topic:Online Identity,  Privacy and Security 
Age: High School


