
MY NAME BUT NOT MY INSTA

Elijah was tall, with dark curly hair and he stood as straight as a statue. He was 
a good basketball player and always made the school team. Even though he 
was a good player, he was overconfident and didn’t always pass the ball to oth-
ers, wanting to make the shots on his own. He was always bragging about his 
vacation home in France and the other boys were tired of his stories and of the 
fact that they could win more games if Elijah just played with the team and not 
solo.

Elijah came home after a long school day and was about to do some homework 
when his younger brother walked in. “Elijah, why did you start this Instagram 
account with all of these horrible pictures of you missing a shot or just looking 
dumb? Everyone in my year is talking about it, and I just found out today.” 

Elijah grabbed his phone, opened Instagram and typed in his own name. There 
it was, it popped right up, and he could see everything. It was not even a private 
account. His name, pictures of him, about twenty had been posted so far, and it 
had been going on for about three weeks. The worst picture of him: he had just 
thrown a foul shot, and it looked as if he was drooling. It was just an awful shot. 
It had dozens of comments, most of which were rude. He was fighting back the 
tears as he scrolled through the mean comments and awful pictures and looked 
up from his phone and with quenched teeth stammered, “This is not my ac-
count.”

His little brother ran out of his room straight to their mom and told all. His mom 
was furious and went to the IT department at the school who helped her to get 
the account shut down. The school talked to the kids who had commented or 
liked the pictures to find out who started the account. They never did found 
out who it was. The IT department also tried everything but could never prove 
anything, and no one would own up to it or tell on the culprit. The kids who had 
commented mean things had to see the principal and their parents were called. 
Elijah was horrified and furious. He quit the basketball team that year. 
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Guiding Questions: 

• What are some of the reasons someone start an account 
in someone else’s name?

• There are many accounts online about “stars” that are 
fake. Of course there are the verified accounts as well. 
What is the difference, if any, between these accounts?

• Is it ever okay to start an account by someone else’s 
name?

• Some students start accounts about their schools. Is 
this the same thing? Why/why not? Where would you 
draw a line?

• Many students knew for weeks that Elijah was not the 
owner of the account. Why didn’t anyone tell Elijah 
about the account? Should they have?

Topic: Cyberbullying + Digital Drama
Age: Middle and High School


