
EXOTIC MELONS

Jade was nine years old and loved school. She was excited about every proj-
ect and always seemed to be perfect at everything she did. Her Mom was one 
of those perfect moms too. She was in the PTA and at every school event with 
cupcakes, cookies, and cake. At Halloween, the costumes Jade wore and the 
treats she brought were amazing. 

Everyone liked Jade and her mom, and everyone knew that Jade would never 
do anything wrong. 

At school, there was a new project on the food groups and healthy eating. Jade 
had to do a little report in front of the class. She loved fruit, and Mrs. Gordan 
told her she could write about fruit but to focus on a specific fruit. Having lived 
in the Caribbean, Jade thought it would be neat to report on exotic melons. Her 
mom thought it was an excellent idea. She was busy in the kitchen baking for 
her brother’s 2nd-grade fundraiser. The kitchen was filled with cupcakes and her 
mom was bustling around the kitchen.

“Mom, can I have the tablet so I can start looking into my melon project?”
“Sure sweetie. Sit here at the table.” Her mom opened the tablet and walked 
back to her cupcakes.  The phone rang just then, and it was her mom’s best 
friend. Her mom walked into the backyard to talk. She always did this when she 
was talking about things Jade and her brother should not hear. 

Jade typed in “exotic melons” and then clicked on videos. Before she knew what 
had happened, she chose a video, and found herself staring at women without 
clothing on and well... lots of things that were very confusing. She watched for 
a few minutes in shock. When her mom came back in, Jade quickly closed the 
window on the tablet.

That night she couldn’t sleep. She was upset by what she had seen. She didn’t 
know what to do or who to tell. She did not want to get into trouble.
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Guiding Questions: 

• It is easy to stumble on inappropriate things online. 
Jade didn’t do this on purpose. Why did she feel so bad 
if it wasn’t even her fault?

• What should you do if you come across something inap-
propriate? What should Jade have done?

• Who should Jade talk to so that she can understand and 
come to terms with what she saw? Who would be the 
options for this?

• Have you ever seen anything inappropriate online?
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