
JUST AN INNOCENT SLIP-UP

Ava and Emma are best friends. They are both on the soccer team, they do 
everything together, and even their parents are friends. Ava got her first smart-
phone a few months ago and Emma was hoping that on her birthday she would 
receive her beautiful little phone. On her birthday she woke up and found a 
breakfast table with gifts on her plate and candles lighting up the room as her 
parents stood there beaming at her. She jumped when she saw the size of the 
box. It looked like a smartphone. “Can I? Can I open my gifts?” She ripped off 
the paper to find her first phone. 
Of course Ava immediately had to start setting it up, and as her mom was driv-
ing the girls to school, the girls sat in the backseat setting up Emma’s new 
prized possession. Emma grabbed her own phone, “Here, I will put my thumb-
print in and you do the same. We are besties and we have no secrets.” Within 
minutes the girls both had access to each other’s phones.

Emma and Ava never discussed rules around this privilege and time passed. At 
a school dance a couple months later a boy named Mirko asked Ava to dance. 
Emma was secretly jealous because Mirko was the cutest guy in the school and 
she also didn’t like the idea of her best friend having a boyfriend. He might get 
in the way of their friendship.

A few weeks on, Emma was spending the weekend at Ava’s house. Her parents 
were gone for the weekend and of course, Emma always stayed with Ava and 
her family if her parents left town. 

Ava had to practice her violin daily for 30 minutes. Emma was sprawled on 
Ava’s bed, dangling her feet in the air while she listened to music, and scrolled 
on her phone.  Ava had left her phone on her bed and she noticed Ava was 
getting a message from Mirko. Emma looked and before she realized what she 
was doing, she unlocked the phone and answered Mirko, pretending to be Ava. 
“Hi, just doing some homework.”

Mirko followed with another question and before you knew it, Ava was chatting 
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with him. She couldn’t believe she was doing this but it felt so good to have 
him talk to her.  She wanted Mirko to start writing her so she decided to try and 
change the narrative and get him to drop Ava. “Hey Mirko, I am not into you 
but Emma is. I need to get back to my homework but you should seriously start 
writing Emma and not me, K.  I am sending you Emma’s number now. She will 
totally write to you.” She then shared the contact. She felt safe because she 
instantly deleted all the messages so there was no way Ava would know.

The following week Ava was sad.  Emma asked her, “ What’s wrong hon?” 
Ava told her that they needed to talk in private. They had a favorite spot in the 
school. Outside there was a bench under a tree where they felt they could hide 
away and talk. She told Emma, “Mirko is being rude to me when I write him. He 
actually wrote me the strangest message:”
 “Umm sorry, Ava but you are too busy and so am I. I don’t have time for you. If 
you want to talk to Kevin he has time for you. K.” 

“I don’t know what to do, Emma. What is wrong with him?”

After writing to him on Ava’s phone, Emma had never gotten any messages 
from Mirko. She felt awful because she realized at that moment that Mirko re-
ally just liked Ava and she had ruined it. Emma shrugged in panic. “Oh, he was 
writing to you last weekend and I picked up the phone and wrote to him. At first I 
thought it was my phone. You know we have the same phone. Maybe you need 
to tell him that I had your phone last week. It was just an innocent slip-up and I 
should have told you.”

“What did you tell him?”

“I was busy and he should talk to someone else. Sorry babe, he was annoying 
me.”

Ava looked panicked as she grabbed her phone to write Mirko a message.
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Guiding Questions: 

• Is it ever okay to pretend to be someone else in a chat 
or online?

• What problems can arise by sharing your password, 
thumbprint or saving another person’s face ID into your 
phone?

• Who would you allow to have access to this informa-
tion?

• Do you think Emma was right to tell her friend and call it 
a slip-up? What would have you done?

• Is Emma and Ava’s long-term friendship in trouble? How 
can they solve this situation?

• How can you deal with jealousy in a friendship? 
• What should Emma have done when she realized she 

also liked Mirko? Should she have told her friend?

Topic: Relationships and Communication, Privacy Set-
tings and Security
Age: Middle and High School


