
ON YOUTUBE I AM GAME

Adriano can’t wait to get home from school to play Fortnite. When he isn’t play-
ing Fortnite, he watches videos of other people playing. He is obsessed with 
everything Fortnite.

For about two years he has been dreaming about running his own YouTube 
channel and posting videos he makes.  His mom has been particularly worried 
about this. “Adriano, if kids don’t like it they will make mean comments. I don’t 
want you to get hurt. Maybe when you are fourteen I will let you have a chan-
nel.” 

Adriano’s 14th birthday came and he immediately started making his first video. 
He didn’t tell his mom. She had already said at fourteen he was good to go and 
he had spent more than two years dreaming about his own channel. His original 
idea was with Minecraft but now he knew it would be based on his love for Fort-
nite. 

Adriano posted his first video and about five of his friends liked it and left com-
ments. Every week he posted a new video and slowly more kids from school 
found out about his channel. His first dislikes started at around week 6 and at 
the same time, the comments started rolling in. Adriano was excited to have 
some interaction on his channel - after all, he wanted a lot of subscribers. As he 
was reading he saw the comment:

“There is a special place in hell for people like you. People who have no idea 
what in the fuck they are doing but yet think they should make videos.”

Adriano was furious and felt humiliated. He was pretty sure it was someone 
from school, a particular guy named Kieran. He had overheard him making a 
comment like this by the lockers.

The week after there was another comment:
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“Give it up loser!”

Adriano decided he would approach Kieran in class. “Hey Kieran, I think you are 
disliking my videos and making these comments. Look if you don’t like what I do 
I have no problem, but I don’t want you to write under my videos. I am trying to 
create something here so just please leave it. No one is forcing you to watch it if 
you don’t like my videos.”

Kieran was with Pablo and the two boys burst into laughter. “We can do whatev-
er we want online Adriano. I am not saying it was us but if you are too much of a 
sissy to handle some jabs than delete your channel, bro.”

Their teacher was walking by at just that moment and overheard that there was 
some tension. “What’s this about guys?”

Adriano looked up, “I have a YouTube channel and these guys are leaving mean 
comments and disliking my videos. They think because I have a YouTube video 
I am fair game and they can just hate on me.”

The teacher, Mr. Thompson, was about 34 years old and rather hip. He looked 
at Adriano straight in the eyes and placed his hand on his shoulder, “Adriano, 
the boys have a point. If you have a YouTube channel you have to live with hat-
ers and they have the right to leave comments. If you don’t like it I suggest you 
delete your channel.”

As Mr. Thompson walked off, Kieran and Pablo did a silent high five rolling their 
eyes and looking towards Adriano in a mocking way. Adriano’s heart sank and 
he went home angry. He was thinking, “How can a teacher support these guys?” 
Completely deflated, he decided he would fight back and continue to make his 
videos.  He was not going to let Kieran and Pablo stop him.



ON YOUTUBE I AM GAME

Guiding Questions: 

• Do you read comments under YouTube videos? 
• Do those making hurtful comments think of the person 

receiving the comment? How do you feel about com-
ments like that?

• How can you protect yourself from mean comments on-
line? Should you react to them? Why / why not?

• Why do you think people spend time making negative or 
disturbing messages?

• If you had been Adriano, how would have you liked Mr. 
Thompson to respond?

• Do you agree with Mr. Thompson that you are fair game 
if you post videos online? Why / why not?

• What is media balance? Do you balance your media 
use?

Topic: Gaming and Cyberbullying, Digital Drama
Age: Middle School


