
BOOGERS FOR LUNCH

John knew something was wrong the minute he got to school on Monday morning. 
Kids were whispering and looking his way.
 
He saw James, his best friend. “What’s up? Did I do something?” James slapped his 
shoulder, “Oh, it’s just a stupid picture from Harry and Tim. Just a joke and bad luck 
for you. It will blow over.  I’ve got to go! Catch you at recess.” James hurriedly left him.
 
At recess, James was nowhere to be seen. He walked over to Jessica, whose mom 
was friends with his mom. She was always nice to him. “Hey, Jessica do you know 
what is going on?” She looked down and replied: “Were you in front of Starbucks yes-
terday?”
 
“Yeah …  I was waiting for my Mom.”
 
“Well, Tim and Harry were there too and took a picture of you, and it looked like you 
were picking your nose. They added donkey ears to picture and… uhmm... the com-
ment was - boogers for lunch. Everyone is talking about it.” James came up at that 
moment, “Seriously, not cool of Tim and Harry! It is just a joke though, and you know 
those guys are mean. Everyone knows it.”
 
John felt his heart hurting as he fought back anger and tears. He really wanted to walk 
up to Tim and Harry and hit them.
 
For the next few days, he would hear comments like “You like boogers?” when others 
walked by him, and it was really bugging him.  His teacher noticed something was 
wrong and asked him to stay in at recess to talk. He started crying when he told her 
about the picture.
 
Mrs. Phillips immediately called on James to show her the picture. It was no longer 
there; it had been on Snapchat and was gone. He described the picture to her and 
explained that Harry had sent it.
 
Mrs. Phillips then called Harry to the principal’s office where she was waiting for him 
with her arms crossed.
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Guiding Questions: 

•  Was it okay for the two boys to take the picture without 
John’s permission?

• Why do you think the students didn’t react in a negative 
way towards Harry and Tim?

• What could the other students have done when they 
saw the picture Harry had posted?

• Do you think Harry and Tim should be punished? Why 
or why not?

• Why do you think Harry and Tim did this?
• Should Harry and Tim be forgiven? By John as well?
• Have you ever been in a position where someone made 

fun of you or a friend online? What happened, and what 
did you do? Would you make the same choices if you 
were in that position again?

• What is media balance? Do you balance your media 
use?

Topic: Digital Literacy, Cyberbullying and Digital Drama
Age: Elementary and Middle School


